
EQUALITY AND ALGEBRA Grades 1–2 | Chapter 2

The Equal Sign Connects

Name: Date:

Study two ways. In 9 + 3 = 8 + □, both sides must name 12. The missing addend is 4. Or notice:
8 is one less than 9, so its partner must be one more than 3.

Explore and explain

1. Complete 7 + 5 = 6 + □. Explain how you know both sides match.

2. Which statements are true? Explain one.

(a) 13 = 8 + 5 (b) 4 + 6 = 6 + 4 (c) 9 + 2 = 11 + 2

3. Find the missing number: (a) □ + 6 = 15 (b) 14 − □ = 9. Show your thinking.
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Apply and transfer

4. A student fills 5 + 4 = □ + 3 with 9. Explain the error and give the correct number.

5. Write two different true equations with 16 on the left of the equal sign.

6. A box and 7 loose crayons make 18 crayons altogether. How many are in the box? Write an
addition equation and a related subtraction equation.
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