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Grouping Gives Expressions Meaning

Name: Date:

Compare structures. (16 + 8) ÷ 4 = 6, while 16 + 8 ÷ 4 = 18. Parentheses group the full sum in
the first expression. The two expressions describe different operations.

Explore and explain

1. Write an expression for three times the sum of 4 and 6. Then evaluate it.

2. Evaluate and compare (15 + 9) ÷ 3 and 15 + 9 ÷ 3. Explain the role of parentheses.

3. A student writes (10 + 6) ÷ 2 = 10 + 3. Repair the reasoning and find the correct value.
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Apply and transfer

4. Write 3
4 as a fraction with denominator 12. Explain what changes and what stays the same.

5. Evaluate 2 × (1
2 + 1

8). Show equivalent fraction names as needed.

6. A class has 20 red and 15 blue beads to share equally among 5 teams. Write and evaluate two
equivalent expressions for the number per team.
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