
NUMBER AND PLACE VALUE Grade 7 | Chapter 6

Teacher Key: Sign, Size, and Position

Use and look-fors. Explicitly identify this as a Grade 6 connection revisited through Grade 7 operations.
Keep decimal units fixed; do not treat the minus sign as another place-value column.

1. -0.60 < -0.58 < 0.06; compare positions using hundredths.

2. 1.20 > 1.15, but -1.20 < -1.15. Absolute value is distance; more negative means farther left.

3. -0.45 < -0.40; forty-five negative hundredths is left of forty negative hundredths.

4. -1.55 degrees; the increase moves the value toward zero.

5. 1.35 units; 0.75 + 0.60. Distance is nonnegative.

6. 1.55 dollars: -3.40 + 5.75 - 0.80. Deposit increases and fee decreases the balance.
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Think Like a Mathematician
Extension solutions and teaching notes

7. -0.64, -0.63, -0.62, -0.61; -0.64 is farthest from zero. Successive hundredths fill the interval, and
endpoints are excluded.

8. Yes: -1.26 is greater than -1.3 but nearer -1.3 than -1.2. Also -1.34 is less than -1.3 but nearer -1.3
than -1.4. Both examples avoid a tie; the stated convention resolves exact halfway cases.
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