
GRADE 6 MATH 3.2 — Writing Expressions

ART OF PROBLEM SOLVING

Show your reasoning. Discuss these problems in class.
1. Write expressions for “6 less than twice n and “twice the difference of n and 6. Evaluate both at n = 10.
Why are the results different?

2. Mia writes 12 − n for “n decreased by 12. Test her expression with n = 15, then correct it.

3. A club buys 3 boxes with b pencils in each box and has 5 loose pencils. Write the total. Evaluate at
b = 8. Explain why 3(b + 5) describes a different situation.
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GRADE 6 MATH 3.2 — Writing Expressions

ART OF PROBLEM SOLVING

Show your reasoning. Discuss these problems in class.
4. Two friends earn $6 and $8 per hour. Both work h hours. Write two expressions for their combined
earnings. Test them at h = 3.

5. A taxi costs $4 plus $2 per mile. A student writes 4m + 2. Use trips of 1 mile and 3 miles to explain
why one input can hide the error.

6. Write a short situation for each expression: 18 − 3b and 3(18 − b). Choose b = 4 and find each value.
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